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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable a high-quality 
and inexpensive multimedia service even in the case 
where there are many terminals, by holding a table of 
correspondence between respective data names and 
repeaters for holding data and a table of correspondence 
between exchanges and repeaters at a server. 
SOLUTION: A data server 16 holds a table 163 of 
correspondence between the data names of respective 
data and repeaters 12 for holding these data and a table 
1 65 of correspondence between exchanges 1 4 and the 
repeaters 12 connected to them. Then, when there is a 
distribution request designating the data name from a 
terminal 10, it is discriminated whether the requested 
data are held in the connected repeater 12 or not and 
when they are held, the requested data held in that 
repeater 12 are distributed to the terminal 10. Besides, 
when these data are not held, the repeater 1 2 receives 
the report of the repeater 12. where the requested data 
are held, from the server 1 6 through the connected data 

exchange 14 and the report of the exchange 14 connected to that repeater 12. Then, the 
request source repeater 12 receives the data from the data holding repeater 12 through the 
exchange 14 and distributes them to the terminal 10. 
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